392                    TYING THE NARAAIl

fided to any other hands but his. This was to
* tie the naarah to the moosul,'*

" The moollah was deeply engaged in ex-
pounding to his pupils a difficult passage of the
Khoraun when the slave entered and delivered
her message. * Coming/ he answered, without
looking at the messenger, and continued his
exposition.

" The good woman of the house was in mo-
mentary expectation of her husband's arrival,
but when one hour had elapsed, her impa-
tience overcame her discretion, and she dis-
patched the slave a second time to summon the
moollah, who, in his anxiety to promote a better
work, had forgotten the subject of tying the
naarah to the moosul. The slave again entered
the hall, and delivered her lady's message; he
was then engaged in a fresh exposition, and,
as before, replied ' coming,' but still proceeding
with his subject as if he heard not the summons.

* The naarah is a cord of many threads dyed red and
yellow; the moosul the heavy beam in use where rice is to
be cleansed from the husks. The custom is altogether of
Hindoo origin.